De Camp

daughter of Joseph E. Baker, lithographer, a
colleague of Winslow Homer in Bufford's shop,
Boston, 1853-57. De Camp's home was in Med-
ford, and his studio was in Boston. His vaca-
tions were spent on an island in Penobscot Bay,
where his occupations included designing and
building boats, piers, cottages; gardening, fish-
ing, golfing. His friend George R. Agassiz spoke
of his courage, honesty, and humanity; "under a
somewhat rugged exterior lay the simplicity and
tender-heartedness of a child.'1 His death oc-
curred at Bocagrande, Fla.

Many of De Camp's best paintings were first
shown at the St. Botolph Club, of which he was
a member. In 1911 he exhibited seventeen pic-
tures there, including his full-length portrait of
Theodore Roosevelt, presented by his classmates
to the Harvard Union; a portrait of Frank
Duveneck; a self-portrait; and likenesses of
Sally and Polly, the artist's daughters. He was
also a regular exhibitor at the Guild of Boston
Artists, the annual exhibitions of the Ten Ameri-
cans, and the Pennsylvania Academy. His best-
known figure pieces are: "The Pink Feather,"
"The Guitar Player," "The Fur Jacket," "The
New Gown," "The Blue Cup," "The Window,"
"La Penserosa." Ten of his works were in the
retrospective exhibition of the Ten Americans,
1908. His works may be seen in the permanent
collections of the Cincinnati Museum, the Boston
Art Museum, the Worcester Art Museum, the
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, the
Wilstach collection, Memorial Hall, Phila-
delphia, and the Boston Art Club. Among his
last works were his portraits of Prime Minister
Borden of Canada and Gen. Currie, commander
of the Canadian forces in France (1919); also a
noteworthy picture of the elderly negro chef of
the Porcellian Club, Harvard University, in the
act of bringing to the table a roast suckling pig.

De Camp was a member of the National In-
stitute of Arts and Letters, the Portrait Painters,
the Ten Americans, associate member of the Na-
tional Academy of Design, member of the Phila-
delphia Art Club, the St. Botolph Club, and the
Guild of Boston Artists. Among the honors con-
ferred on him were three prizes from the Penn-
sylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, viz.: the
Temple gold medal, the Beck medal, and the
Lippincott prize; the gold medal of the Louisiana
Purchase exposition; the gold medal of the Phila-
delphia Art Club; the second Clark prize of the
Corcoran Gallery, Washington; and the first
prize in the Philadelphia City Hall decorative
competition.

[Jos. De Camp; an Appreciation (1924), edited by
Lee W. Court, and published by the Student Asso. of

Decatur

the Mass. Normal Art School, contains tributes and
reminiscences by Geo. R. Agassi/, Geo. H. Bartlett, and
Rose V. S. Berry; a portrait of the artist, and repro-
ductions of seven of his pictures. See also Wm. H,
Downes, "Jos. De Camp and His Work," Art and Prog-
ress, Apr. 1913; Arthur Hoebcr, "De Camp, a Master
of Technique," Arts and Decoration, Apr. 1911; Am.
Mag, of Artf Apr. 1923; Art News, Feb. 17, 1923;
Boston Herald and Boston Transcript, Feb. 12, 1923.]
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DECATUR, STEPHEN (i75^Nov. 14,
1808), naval officer, was the son of a French sea-
man of the same name, who according to family
tradition was a lieutenant in the French navy.
Of a seafaring family originally Dutch (de
Kater) but settled for a century in La Rochelle,
France, the father came to Newport, R. I., about
1750 and was married there in Trinity Church,
Sept. 26, 1751, to Priscilla Hill. According to
the records of this church their son Stephen was
baptized June 7,1752. The family soon moved to
Philadelphia, where the father died in straitened
circumstances. The boy Stephen followed his
father's calling and in 1774 was master of the
sloop Peggy, He was married, Dec. 20, 1774,
at the home of Capt. Moore, her guardian, to
Ann Pine, of Scotch-Irish descent, daughter of
John and Nancy Pine (daughter of James Bruce
of Edinburgh). During the Revolution he en-
gaged in privateering, commanding in succes-
sion, 1779-81, the galley Retaliation, sloop
Comet, brig Fair American, and ships Royal
Louis and Rising Sun. All these were Pennsyl-
vania vessels (Naval Records of the American
Revolution, 1906). In 1781, before his cruise to
Teneriffe in the last-named vessel, he was for
some months imprisoned in New York (Scharf
and Westcott, History of Philadelphia, 1884, I,
423). Later, with the Philadelphia merchants
Gurney & Smith, he was commander and part
owner of the ships Pennsylvania and Ariel, tak-
ing his son Stephen, aged eight, on one voyage
to Bordeaux. Commissioned captain in the
United States navy, May n, 1798, at the out-
break of hostilities with France, he put to sea in
the Delaware, and in July captured the French
privateer Le Croyable, renamed Retaliation, the
first prize of the war and of the new American
navy. In the Delaware, with two smaller ves-
sels, he was senior officer during the winter of
1798-99 off northern Cuba. In May 1800, he
arrived on the Guadeloupe station in the new
frigate Philadelphia, and was senior officer of
the squadron there until August. The Philadel-
phia captured five prizes, returning home in
March 1801. Honorably discharged at the close
of hostilities, and after some further connection
with Gurney & Smith in Philadelphia, Decatur
purchased an estate, "Millsdale," near Frank-
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